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 Dream with 
Athabasca University. 
Ask AwArd-winning scholAr And cree 
citizen dr. trAcey lindberg whAt she likes 
best About her job, And her Answer mAy 
surprise you.

“i love teaching, but the best part of my job is talking 
with our people and learning from them.” she gets to do 
this every day—dr. lindberg works with the centre for 
world indigenous knowledge and research at Athabasca 
university. the centre is a 100% Aboriginal faculty and 
administrative body at the university.

dr. lindberg hails from kelly lake cree nation in northern 
Alberta. born in grande prairie and living in the north, she 
cultivated the incentive to achieve her educational goals 
with the help of her family.

“my grandmother, mom and aunties all instilled in me a 
love of learning and a central work ethic,” she says.

their support led her to pursue indigenous studies. 
she followed this up with law school at the university 
of saskatchewan (ll.b.) and harvard university (ll.m.) 
as well as a doctorate in law at the university of ottawa. 
her doctoral dissertation earned her a governor general’s     
gold medal in 2007.

she is thought to be the first Aboriginal woman 
in canada to complete a graduate law degree at the 
prestigious harvard university and probably the first 
Aboriginal woman to attain a doctoral degree in law at a 
canadian university.

throughout all of her education, she has been grounded 
in her cree ancestry and the knowledge passed on to her 
by her relations.

her advice for Aboriginal students: “Find something you 
love, something you are good at… once you see yourself 
and your family reflected in what you are learning, you will 
work very hard to do well at it.”

recently appointed a canada research chair in indigenous 
traditional knowledge, legal orders and laws at Athabasca 

university, dr. lindberg encourages indigenous students 
to study with the university. “what many of us often do is 
leave home, go to school and work in the city. Athabasca 
university offers students the opportunity to study and work 
in our own nations and communities.”

Au student kathleen in edmonton, Ab

 Dream. 
pursuing your education 
sometimes means dreaming 
big. And with more than 
700 courses and 90 
different degree, diploma 
and certificate programs 
delivered online and at 
a distance, Athabasca 
University can help take 
you where you want to go. 

start dreaming at 
www.athabascau.ca.

Athabasca University has courses in indigenous studies, a 
bachelor of management degree in indigenous nations and 
organizations and a wide variety of other courses and programs 
all offered through distance and online education.

if you would like to talk about indigenous education at 
Athabasca university with a staff or faculty member, please 
contact indigenous@athabascau.ca or ivy lalonde at 
1-800-788-9041, (ext. 5054).
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