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Offering three graduate degree programs
M.A..       J.D./M.A..        Ph.D.

Interdisciplinary course work focusing on 
Societiess andd Culturess 

Educationn 
Laww andd Policyy 

Literaturee 
http://aisp.web.arizona.edu/ 

University of Arizona 

American Indian Studies seeks to develop a strong understanding of
the languages, cultures and sovereignty of American Indians/ Alaska

Natives that honors our ancestors and their wisdom. 
American Indian Studies maintains productive scholarship, teaching,

research, community development and provides unique opportunities for
students and scholars to explore issues from American Indian perspectives
which place the land, its history and the people at its center. 

American Indian Studies promotes Indian self-determination, self-
governance and strong leadership as defined by Indian nations, tribes,
and communities, and which originated from the enduring beliefs and
philosophies of our ancestors. 

The American Indian Studies Program promotes an enhanced
interdisciplinary understanding of sovereign and distinct American
Indian/Alaska Native peoples. 

We honor native knowledge with integrity, respect and collaboration.
Core Values
Excellence –- To foster intellectual growth and uphold rigorous standards in
academic and professional work
Integrity – To be honest, ethical and accountable for one’s actions, while
maintaining academic freedom
Respect – To hold in high esteem the diversity and value of all individuals
Native knowledge – To appreciate and enhance Native cultures, traditions,
languages and ceremonies 
Collaboration – Faculty and students working in partnership with other university
American Indian programs, American Indian/Alaska Native Nations, and communities ✧

Hoop of Learning

Born from a need to help Native American students stay in
school and pursue a college degree, the Hoop of Learning

program has celebrated more than a decade of success and
continues to grow.

The Hoop of Learning Program constitutes a campus “learning
community” for a group that collectively shares common academic
and cultural needs and life experiences. Individual college programs
integrate different services of the college to provide a total or
holistic approach to student development. This holistic approach is
consistent with traditional American Indian worldviews that teach
“balance” and “being in harmony” and ensures a more comfortable
and familiar environment conducive to teaching and learning. The
“Medicine Wheel” symbol is used as the metaphoric tool for this
unique approach.

The program brings students onto college campuses to take
classes, exposing them to college life, positive experiences with
staff, faculty and other students. By helping students achieve an
academic foothold early on, students learn for themselves they can
continue to achieve their academic and career goals. The Hoop of
Learning program has been recognized nationally and locally for
helping Native American students succeed. 

For more information on the Hoop of Learning program,
contact Dr. Bo Colbert at (480) 731.8024 or email:
charles.colbert@domail.maricopa.edu. ✧
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